Final call for views on Legco election guidelines
The following is issued on behalf of the Electoral Affairs Commission:

Tuesday (April 20) is the last day for the public to submit views on the proposed guidelines for Legislative Council (Legco) elections.


The Electoral Affairs Commission (EAC) said both supporting and dissenting comments were welcome.


Written representations should reach the commission, 10/F, Harbour Building, 25 Harbour Road, Wan Chai by Tuesday. Submissions by fax (2511 1682) or email (eacenq@reo.gov.hk) are acceptable.

Sixty members will be returned to the Legislative Council in the September 12 polls, 30 from geographical constituencies and 30 from functional constituencies.

The EAC has recommended that counting of geographical constituency votes be carried out at individual polling stations, similar to the counting arrangements for the 2003 District Council Elections.


For functional constituency votes that can be cast at any polling station for geographical constituency polls, the EAC proposed a counting arrangement similar to that used in the last Legco elections, under which votes are counted at a central counting station. 


Broadcasters have to observe the "equal time" and "no unfair advantage" rules when they run constituency-based or party-based election-related programmes. Modifications are suggested for rules on candidates appearing on non-election related programmes so that they are not subject to the same restrictions. 


Copies of the proposed guidelines are available at the Registration and Electoral Office and all District Offices of the Home Affairs Department. They can also be downloaded from the commission's website, www.gov.hk/eac. 

Ends/Sunday, April 18, 2004
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