Section 4 – The Count

The setting of the counting station

4.1

The counting station had a counting zone where votes were counted, a press area where the media staff assembled to cover the event and a public area where the candidates, their agents and members of the public could stay to observe the count.

4.2

Candidates and their agents were also allowed to stand around the counting table for a close-distance watch over the counting process.

Commencement of the count

4.3

As the counting station was adjacent to the polling station, it took little time to transfer the ballot box to the counting station after the close of poll at 7.30 pm.

4.4

The Secretary for Constitutional Affairs and the EAC Chairman and Members together opened the ballot box as soon as it had arrived.  Thereafter the count, conducted manually, began.

Questionable ballot papers

4.5

The RO, in the presence of the parties concerned, determined the validity of questionable ballot papers after they were identified.  Of the 694 ballot papers cast, 20 were found to be questionable ballot papers, of which 7 were determined not valid.  A breakdown of the rejected ballot papers is at Appendix II.
The result

4.6

The count took about 45 minutes to complete.  At about 8.30 pm the RO announced the election result.  Mr. MA Fung-kwok was elected, with 359 votes, representing about 52% of the total number of valid votes cast.  Mr. HO Sai-chu and Dr CHAN Man-hung received 294 and 34 votes respectively.  As Dr Chan’s share was less than 5% of the total number of valid votes, his election deposit was forfeited in accordance with s 4(3)(c) of Legislative Council (Subscribers and Election Deposit for Nomination) Regulation.  The election result was published in the Gazette on 20 September 2001.  It is now shown in Appendix III. 

