Section 3 – The Poll

Polling hours
3.1

The poll started at 7.30 am on 16 September 2001 and ended at 7.30 pm on the same day.  As compared with previous elections the polling hours of which were between 7.30 am and 10.30 pm, this by-election finished three hours earlier.  This change was based on a recommendation put forth by the Commission in its report on the 2000 LegCo elections in response to public views and was implemented after having consulted all the EC members.

Use of computers to record the issue of ballot papers

3.2

There were a total of four ballot paper issuing desks inside the polling station, all linked up by a computer system.  An EC member could approach any one of the issuing desks to obtain his ballot paper.  It was noted that the employment of computers had shortened the queuing time of the EC members.

Marking the ballot papers

3.3

An EC member was required to shade in black the oval-shaped space against the name of the candidate of his choice.  He was also required to put the marked ballot paper into an envelope provided and then cast the envelope into the ballot box.

Logistics

3.4

A command post set up on the premises of the HKCEC assumed the responsibilities of overseeing the entire polling and counting operation and collating election-related information.  Statistics on voter turnout rates were updated and released to the media and put up on the EAC and REO websites hourly.  A Complaints Centre was set up at the REO headquarters to handle complaints.

3.5

The Police and the Civil Aid Service (“CAS”) rendered assistance in maintaining order in the polling station, the no canvassing zone, the no staying zone and the counting station.  Members of the Auxiliary Medical Service (“AMS”) were enlisted for providing first-aid service at the polling and the counting stations.

Turnout rate

3.6

Of the 775 EC members, 694 turned up to cast their votes, representing 89.55% of the electorate.  This was slightly lower than the turnout rate (95.53%) of the EC election in the 2000 LegCo general elections – a phenomenon that was not unusual given that past by-elections usually had a lower turnout rate than general elections.  A breakdown of the hourly turnout rates is at Appendix I.
EAC visit

3.7

The EAC Chairman and the two EAC Members visited the polling station at about 11.10 am.  They also took the opportunity to tour around the counting station, which was situated just next door.  They were satisfied with the arrangements.  Thereafter they met the media.
