Section 2 – Nominations and Preparations before the Poll

Appointment of the RO and ARO

2.1

Mr. Bassanio So, a Principal Assistant Secretary of the Constitutional Affairs Bureau (“CAB”), was appointed as the Returning Officer (“RO”), with Mr. Damian LEE, an Assistant Secretary of the CAB, as the Assistant Returning Officer (“ARO”), and Ms Dorothy CHENG, a Senior Government Counsel of the Department of Justice (“D of J”), as the ARO (Legal).

Appointment of NAC

2.2

Mr. Lawrence LOK Ying-kam, SC, was appointed as the Nominations Advisory Committee (“NAC”) to provide legal advice to the RO on the eligibility of the nominated candidates.  His appointment, covering the period from 2 to 17 August 2001, was published in the Gazette on 27 July 2001.  However, no request for his service was made by the RO.

Nominations

2.3

During the nomination period from 2 to 15 August 2001, the RO received three nominations all of which were found to be valid.  The validly nominated candidates were Mr. HO Sai-chu, Mr. MA Fung-kwok and Dr CHAN Man-hung.

Briefing for the candidates

2.4

The EAC Chairman briefed the candidates on the electoral arrangements at a briefing session held at 10 am on 18 August 2001 in the Committee Room in the Queen Elizabeth Stadium.  Immediately after the briefing, the RO, witnessed by all parties concerned, drew lots to determine the candidates’ numbers to appear on the ballot paper and the designated spots for the display of the candidates’ election advertisements.

Designated spots for the display of election advertisements

2.5

Each candidate was allocated one spot for displaying his election advertisements in each of the 18 districts in the territory.  It was noted however that none of these spots had been made use of.

Publicity
2.6

There was wide media coverage of the briefing given by the EAC Chairman to the candidates.  The CEO appeared in two interviews – one with a radio station and another with a TV station – to talk about details of the by-election.  Relevant information about the by-election, including the candidates’ personal particulars and platforms, was put up on the EAC and REO websites.

Poll cards

2.7

The poll cards, together with the introductory leaflet of candidates, a location plan of the polling station, a voting guide and a pamphlet prepared by the Independent Commission Against Corruption (“ICAC”) on the Election (Corrupt and Illegal Conduct) Ordinance, were mailed to the electors on 4 September, ie 12 days before the polling day, hence meeting the requirement of sending the poll card to the electors at least 10 days before the polling day as stipulated in s 31 of the Electoral Affairs Commission (Electoral Procedure) (Legislative Council) Regulation.

Appointment and training of polling and counting staff

2.8

In view of the relatively small scale of the by-election and the modest size of the workforce required (28 officers for the polling station and 19 for the counting station), staff from the Registration and Electoral Office (“REO”) – the executive arm of the Commission – were appointed as the polling and counting officers for the by-election.

2.9

A series of briefing and hands-on practice sessions were organised in early September for these staff to familarise themselves with the polling and counting arrangements.

The polling station and the counting station

2.10

Meeting Room 201B in the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre (“HKCEC”), which was easily accessible by the physically handicapped, was designated as the polling station.  The room next to it, ie Meeting Room 201A, was used as the counting station.

