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Press Release on Warning Issued by 

the Complaints Committee

Principal warned for using pupils in electioneering

***************************************************


The following is issued on behalf of the Electoral Affairs Commission:


The Electoral Affairs Commission warned a primary school principal for using his pupils as conduits to distribute election advertisements to their parents and to solicit support for a candidate running in the Election Committee subsector elections held on July 9.


The principal of the afternoon session of Po Leung Kuk Vicwood K.T. Chong No. 2 Primary School, Mr Chan Yuk-fai, had breached the Guidelines on Election-related Activities in respect of the 2000 Legislative Council Elections, a spokesman for the Commission said.


After the subsector elections were over, the Commission received a complaint that Mr Chan distributed to his pupils a letter calling for support from their parents and relatives for an education subsector candidate, Mr Mak Kwai-po.  The distribution of the letter was in breach of paragraph 12.4 of the Guidelines, which was known to Mr Chan.  

Paragraph 12.4 reads "Distribution of election advertisements is a form of electioneering activity.  There may be school supervisors, principals or teachers who may support a particular candidate or list of candidate(s) in a geographical constituency (GC).  While they are free to support any candidate or any such list of candidate(s) they prefer, they should not distribute or help distribution of election advertisements of any candidate or GC list to the parents of pre-primary, primary or secondary pupils using the pupils as conduits.  Moreover, they must not ask such pupils to request their parents to vote for any particular candidate or GC list."


Mr Chan argued that the letters had been issued not in the form of a formal school notice and without bearing his official title.  He had no intention of defying the Guidelines and his action was out of the thought that Mr Mak was worthy of his recommendation, Mr Chan said in his representations to the Commission.


The Commission did not accept his explanation because he had indeed breached the Guidelines by using his pupils as conduits to canvass for a candidate irrespective of whether he issued the letters in his personal capacity or in the name of a school principal.


"He has given unfair advantage to Mr Mak in his campaign activities and has violated the principle of fair and equal treatment to all candidates," the spokesman said.


"Anybody in authority must not make use of his position to use young pupils under his charge for electioneering activities," he added.


"The Commission is duty-bound to make elections fair, open and honest.  Anyone breaching electoral rules or guidelines must be appropriately dealt with.  The Commission decides to make public this case, hoping that it will deter similar unfair electoral activities in the future," he said.  
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