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Section 1 : An Overall View

7.1
As in the 1998 LegCo elections the combined polling arrangement was again adopted in both the EC subsector elections and the general election: an elector or voter was provided with a one-stop service.  He/she needed only to go to one polling station to cast all his/her votes if he/she was eligible to cast more than one vote.

Section 2 : Polling Stations

7.2
Venues such as schools, community centres, indoor games halls, and post offices etc at convenient locations were identified and designated as polling stations.  In the absence of such facilities in a certain locality suitable to be polling stations, some less conventional venues, eg containers, vacant shop premises in public housing estates, and a vegetable stall etc were made use of to serve the purpose.

7.3
For the EC subsector elections, there were 100 polling stations.  Voters and ARs were allocated polling stations according to their registered residential address.  This obviously helped make it convenient for them to vote.  This was considered an improvement as compared with the 1998 LegCo elections when polling stations were allocated on a subsector basis and might be so located that some voters or ARs had to travel a long way to get to their designated polling stations to cast their votes.  

7.4
For the general election, there were altogether 526 polling stations.  Four of these were EC/SFC polling stations, serving the 794 electors from the EC and the some 100 electors from the Transport FC (the other three SFCs, Heung Yee Kuk FC, Agriculture and Fisheries FC and Insurance FC being uncontested).  These four polling stations were networked by a computer system so that electors could cast their votes at any one of them.  The remaining 522 served the GC electors: 93 for the Hong Kong Island GC, 80 for the Kowloon East GC, 71 for the Kowloon West GC, 130 for the New Territories East GC and 148 for the New Territories West GC. 

7.5
Special arrangements were made to convenience the disabled community.  Of the 526 polling stations, 231 were accessible to the wheelchair-bound electors and were designated as special polling stations.  A disabled elector or AR who found it inconvenient to go to the polling station allocated to him/her could apply for a change to a special polling station five days before the polling day.  One and 137 such applications were received and entertained in the EC subsector elections and the general election respectively.  Inside each polling station, audio tapes detailing candidates’ platforms, and braille templates for marking ballot papers were available for the visually handicapped electors to identify the candidate(s) of their choice.

Section 3 : No Canvassing Zones and No Staying Zones

7.6
To maintain a smooth and safe passageway for the electors and to ensure that they would not be unduly harassed on their way to the polling station, an NCZ and a no staying zone (“NSZ”) outside each polling station were determined by the RO.  All candidates were notified of the locations of the NCZs and NSZs, shown on sketch maps, long before the polling day.  On the polling day, the RO displayed a notice showing the locations of the NCZs and NSZs at the related polling station or at a spot in close proximity to the polling station. 

7.7
In the NCZ, all canvassing activities were prohibited except for door-to-door canvassing activities carried out on the floors above or below the street level in buildings other than the building where the polling station was situated, provided that such activities posed no obstruction to electors and amplifying devices were not used.  In the NSZ, nobody was allowed to stay or loiter.  The presiding officers (“PROs”) were the authority in keeping order in these zones.

Section 4 : The Contingency Plan

7.8
To cope with unexpected inclement weather, contingency measures were put in place.  This was particularly necessary for those polling stations located in the rural areas of the north-western part of the New Territories, which were highly susceptible to flooding, as advised by the Drainage Services Department.  Though the REO staff had made the utmost endeavour to avoid selecting venues at the high-risk locations, some would still be inevitably taken as polling stations in the absence of better alternatives.  There were 10 such high-risk polling stations.  As a contingency measure, an alternative polling station was identified within a reasonable distance from each of these 10 stations.  In case any of the high-risk polling stations could not be open for operation, the affected electors would be asked to approach the alternative station. 

7.9
Fortunately, the elements turned a smiling face to the elections and all polling stations operated normally.

Section 5 : Designation of Spots for Display of Election Advertisements

7.10
In the 2000 LegCo elections, there were about 40,000 spots designated for the GC/FC/EC candidates to display their election advertisements.  About two-thirds of them were allocated to the GC candidates and the rest to the FC/EC candidates.  The means by which the spots were allocated was open and fair: the designated spots were allocated to candidates by the drawing of lots as witnessed by the parties concerned at the briefing sessions for the candidates on 10 June (for the EC subsector elections) and 5 August 2000 (for the general election).  Thenceforth, candidates could start displaying their election advertisements at the designated spots allocated to them.  They had to remove their election advertisements displayed, as required by the Guidelines, within seven days after the polling day.  Failure to do so might result in prosecution by the authority and the election advertisements would be removed by the relevant authority.  The removal cost charged by the authority would be counted as election expenses.  For the EC subsector elections, there were 37 cases in which candidates failed to comply with the requirement of removing their election advertisements.  For the general election, there were 142 such cases.
Section 6 : Poll Cards and Commemorative Cards

7.11
To mail to the 180,000 voters of the EC subsector elections their poll card, the introductory leaflet of the relevant candidates and the map showing the location of their designated polling station, the REO employed manpower resources of three voluntary agencies through the Social Welfare Department (“SWD”).  They handled 150,000 sets of the mail items and staff of the REO took up the remaining 30,000 sets.  These were delivered by post to the voters 10 days before the polling day, much earlier than the 5-day requirement stipulated in s 27 in Schedule 1 to the EAC(EP)(LC) Reg.

7.12
Similarly, for the some 3 million electors of the general election, whose mail package also included a set of two commemorative cards in addition to items similar to those for the voters of the EC subsector elections mentioned above, 42 workshops were organised with the help of the SWD for the workers of these voluntary agencies to handle 2,720,000 sets of the mail items.  In addition, a private contractor handled 190,000 sets while staff of the REO took up the remaining 180,000 sets.  All of these were posted to reach the electors 10 days before the polling day, as required by s 31 of the EAC(EP)(LC) Reg.

Section 7 : Use of the Chop

7.13
In the 1999 District Councils election, electors must use the chop with a “(” provided at the polling station instead of a pen to mark the ballot paper.  The use of this chop proved to be a success.  Electors welcomed it and found it convenient.  The number of questionable or invalid ballot papers was largely reduced, so was the time spent in the counting process.  In view of this, the use of the chop was adopted for the 2000 LegCo elections.  The chop was pink and black in colour, taking into consideration the need to avoid it being associated with the colours representing the political organisations whose members stood as candidates in the elections. 

Section 8 : Appointment of Polling Staff

7.14
Polling staff were recruited by appealing to serving civil servants.  The response was remarkably encouraging: about 25,000 applications were received.  Out of these, 2,500 were selected for appointment to serve in the EC subsector elections and 15,000 were selected for the general election.

7.15
A series of briefing sessions were organised for the polling staff to familiarise them with the relevant rules, polling procedures and the operation of a polling station.  Eight general briefing sessions were held at the Queen Elizabeth Stadium for all polling staff and eight more intensive briefing sessions were arranged at the Civil Service Training and Development Institute (“CSTDI”) for the some 1,000 PROs and Deputy Presiding Officers.  The EAC Chairman personally attended all these eight intensive briefing sessions and took part in the case-study workshop thereof on how to handle complaints from the electors at the polling stations.  Four separate briefing sessions were arranged for those who were to man the EC/SFC polling stations, the Assistant Presiding Officers (Statistics), Polling Officers (Statistics) and the liaison staff of the HAD’s DOs.

Section 9 : Appointment of Returning Officers and Assistant Returning Officers

7.16
For the EC subsector elections, 44 officers were appointed by the EAC as ROs and Assistant Returning Officers (“AROs”).  Twenty-two lawyers from the Department of Justice (“D of J”) were appointed to serve as AROs (Legal), whose primary duty was to provide legal advice to the ROs on the polling day and during the count on various matters, particularly determining the validity of questionable ballot papers.

7.17
For the general election, there were 91 ROs and AROs, and 26 AROs (Legal).

