11

CHAPTER 2

DELINEATION OF GEOGRAPHICAL CONSTITUENCIES

2.1
According to the LegCo Ord, for the second term of office of the LegCo, there are to be five GCs for the purpose of returning 24 Members.  Each of the GCs is to return not more than six and not less than four Members.  The Commission is required by the EAC Ord to make recommendations to the CE on how the boundaries of the five GCs should be demarcated.

2.2
The Commission started the demarcation work in March 1999.  Based on the criteria set out in the EAC Ord and in consultation with the District Officers of the Home Affairs Department (“HAD”), the Commission worked out the provisional boundaries of the five GCs.  The Commission proposed that except for some minor adjustments to reflect the revision of the boundaries of some districts in the light of latest developments, the boundaries of the GCs for the 1998 LegCo general election, with which the general public was familiar, should be retained.  On that basis, the Commission made provisional recommendations on the demarcations.

2.3
The five GCs and the number of Members to be returned by each of them were as follows –


(a)
Hong Kong Island GC


to return five Members


(b)
Kowloon East GC



to return four Members


(c)
Kowloon West GC 



to return four Members


(d)
New Territories East GC


to return five Members


(e)
New Territories West GC


to return six Members

2.4
The Commission held a press conference on 1 September 1999 to announce the commencement of a one-month public consultation exercise.  From 1 to 30 September 1999, the public could forward their views on the provisional demarcation recommendations to the Commission.  The Commission also hosted a public forum on 27 September 1999 in the conference room of the Registration and Electoral Office (“REO”) for members of the public to present their views or make enquiries to the Commission in person.

2.5
Having fully taken the public representations into account, the Commission submitted on 30 October 1999 to the CE its report and recommendations on the delineation of the GCs.  The report, which  contained the public’s representations on the Commission’s provisional recommendations, the rationale behind the Commission’s final recommendations, the maps showing the boundaries of the five GCs and other details of the exercise, was endorsed by the CE in Council on 16 November 1999.  It was tabled at the LegCo meeting on 24 November 1999 for negative vetting and passed on 16 February 2000.

