District Council by-election candidate censured for breaching electoral rules


A candidate, Mr Liu Sing-lee, who contested the by-election in the Kai Tak Constituency of the Kowloon City District Council in November, was publicly censured by the Electoral Affairs Commission (EAC) for repeatedly breaching electoral rules governing the display of election advertisements.


An EAC spokesman said today (December 13): "Mr Liu, despite the warnings he received, repeatedly displayed election advertisements at various non-designated locations disregarding and in breach of the Guidelines on Election-related Activities in respect of the 1999 District Councils Election and Section 103 of the Electoral Affairs Commission (Electoral Procedure)(District Councils) Regulation.  This is inexcusable."


The spokesman said that the EAC expects members of the public and candidates to actively safeguard open and impartial elections.  In this connection, the EAC will impose sanction against anyone found breaching or not observing electoral laws, rules or guidelines to give them warnings and ensure elections are conducted in a fair, open and honest manner.


The EAC made the decision to publicly censure Mr Liu after it had carefully examined 18 complaints against Mr Liu for illegitimately displaying election advertisements at various places, as well as his own representations to the EAC.


The 18 complaints, lodged between October 2 and November 3, were all found substantiated by the Returning Officer, who issued warning letters to Mr Liu on several occasions.  The letters cautioned him not to repeat the breaches or else he would face public censure.  Mr Liu was given the opportunity to make written representations to the EAC for considering whether a public censure should be issued.


In his representations to the EAC, Mr Liu gave a number of reasons in his own defense.  In some cases, he said the election advertisements concerned had been displayed outside the constituency before the election period and should not have been regarded as election advertisements.  In some other cases, he said his campaign assistants had committed the breaches because they were not familiar with the electoral guidelines and regulations, or they might have been inadvertent on the hectic polling day.


The EAC found Mr Liu's explanations not convincing or sufficient to exculpate himself and considered it appropriate to issue public censure against him.


The EAC specifically pointed out that candidates have to abide by the election guidelines and cannot pass the buck to other people or volunteer campaign assistants.  If a candidate appoints assistants to deal with campaigning activities but does not have to shoulder any responsibility for their acts that cause unfairness to other candidates, it would render the election guidelines ineffectual and inexecutable.


As the nomination period for the by-election in the Hoi Sham Constituency of the Kowloon City District Council will start on December 20, the EAC spokesman took the opportunity to remind all prospective candidates that they must abide by the relevant electoral laws and guidelines at all times. Failing that they will have to face public censure by the EAC or even criminal charges. 
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