Electoral Affairs Commission censures newspaper 

***********************************************

The following is issued on behalf of the Electoral Affairs Commission:


The Electoral Affairs Commission (EAC) today (March 12) publicly censured the Hong Kong Commercial Daily for breaching its electoral guidelines with an article that featured only one of the two candidates contesting the Shun Tin Constituency, Kwun Tong, in the run-up to the District Council Election last November.


A commission spokesperson said: “We are disappointed that the newspaper declined to offer an explanation though we had asked them to submit a written representation before we considered whether a public censure should be issued.”


Since the publication did not offer any explanation, the commission made its decision on the basis of the available information.


The newspaper was found to have breached the “no unfair advantage” rule because the article in question, which was published on October 28, 2003, featured only one of the two candidates contesting that constituency. 


While it carried the criticism made by one candidate against the other one, the newspaper did not approach the latter for a response or clarification. 


“Specifically, it contravened Chapter 10, Paragraph 14 of the electoral guidelines for District Council Elections as it did not provide fair and equal treatment for all candidates competing in the same constituency,” the spokesman said. 


Chapter 10 deals with election broadcasting, media reporting and election forums. It points out that the media should not offer an unfair advantage to any candidate, and that candidates should not accept unfair advantages offered to them. It also appeals to the print media to provide fair and equal treatment for all candidates of the same constituency.


Appendix D of the guidelines says that any newspaper is at liberty to express its support for, or disapproval of, a candidate. But all candidates of the same constituency must be given fair and equal treatment in terms of equal opportunity.
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