Open forum on proposed guidelines for DC Elections


The Electoral Affairs Commission will hold an open forum on Monday (May 19) for members of the public to voice their views on its proposed electoral guidelines on District Councils Elections.


A spokesman for the Commission invited interested parties to take part in the forum and make their views known.


"We will consider their views carefully as we finalise the guidelines, which candidates, agents, electors, media and members of the public have to follow," he said.


The public forum will be held on Monday at 2.00 pm at the Commission's Conference Room at 10/F., Harbour Building, 25 Harbour Road, Wan Chai.


The spokesman reminded the public of the deadline for written representations on May 27.


Representations can be sent in person or by post to the Secretariat of the Commission.  They can also be sent by fax on 2511 1682 or by e-mail to eacenq@reo.gov.hk.


The Commission released the proposed guidelines on April 28 for public consultation.


The Commission has put forward a number of initiatives, with a view to enhancing efficiency and saving resources in the conduct of District Councils elections.


"We propose changing the polling hours to 7.30am to 7.30pm, and implementing counting of votes at the polling station," the spokesman said.


Other initiatives include the declaration and the depositing of election advertisements in advance of display, and a ban of amplifying devices and other activities that cause sound to be heard in No-Canvassing Zones.


The blueprint for the proposed guidelines is the Guidelines on the 1999 District Councils Election. Reference has also been made to guidelines for the 2000 Legislative Council Elections, the Election Committee Subsector Elections and the 2002 Chief Executive Election.


Copies of the proposed guidelines are available from the Registration and Electoral Office and the Public Enquiry Service Centres of all District Offices of the Home Affairs Department. They can also be downloaded from the Commission's website at http://www.gov.hk/eac. 

End/Sunday, May 18, 2003 
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