DC constituency boundaries public consultation to close on Tuesday


Public consultation by the Electoral Affairs Commission (EAC) on its provisional recommendations on the constituency boundaries for the District Councils Election in late 2003 will close on Tuesday, February 4. 


An EAC spokesman today (February 2) reminded interested residents to hand in their written representations before the deadline.


He said: "The EAC's recommendations are based on statutory criteria, which require the population in each constituency to be as near the population quota as practicable, having regard to its community identities, local ties and physical features."


He stressed that the EAC would carefully consider every resident's views, whether they agree to its proposals or not.


The EAC will finalise its recommendations on the delineation and naming of the constituencies and submit a report to the Chief Executive by the end of May. 


The spokesman said that a 25 per cent deviation above or below the population quota is legally acceptable.  That means the population in a constituency can range between 75 and 125 per cent of this quota.  As the current population quota stands at 17,194, the actual population in a constituency is allowed to vary between 12,896 and 21,493. 


Out of the 400 constituencies in the 18 Districts, 169 face proposed changes to their boundaries because their population has gone beyond the acceptable range. Another 13 constituencies are subject to minor adjustments related to geographical or developmental factors.


Community identities, local ties and physical features such as size, shape, accessibility and development are the main reasons as to why deviation from the population requirement in certain constituencies is allowed.


On the naming of constituencies, the spokesman said the EAC had taken into account major features, roads or residential settlements in the constituency concerned, as well as the views of relevant District Offices before reaching its decisions. 


Members of the public are welcome to send their written representations to the EAC in person or by mail to reach the EAC Secretariat by February 4.  Address: 10/F Harbour Centre, 25 Harbour Road, Wan Chai, fax: 2511 1682 or e-mail: eacenq@reo.gov.hk.  Enquiries can be made to the EAC Secretariat on telephone 2827 1269. 


Maps of the proposed constituency boundaries and a boundary description booklet are available for public inspection at more than 600 locations, including the Registration and Electoral Office (10/F Harbour Centre, 25 Harbour Road, Wan Chai), District Offices, post offices, public housing estate offices, public libraries and the Government Publications Centre (Low Block, G/F, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway). 


Relevant information is also available for on-line viewing at the EAC's website at http://www.info.gov.hk/eac. 

End/Sunday, February 2, 2003 
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