EAC invites public's views on DC constituency boundaries 


The Electoral Affairs Commission (EAC) invites members of the public to give their views on the Commission's provisional recommendations on the boundaries and names of the 400 constituencies for the District Councils Election to be held in late 2003. 


Speaking at a press conference today (January 6), Commission Chairman Mr Justice Woo Kwok-hing called on residents to attend public forums to be organized by the EAC for different constituencies, and to hand in their written representations by February 4.


The EAC will finalise its recommendations on the delineation and naming of the 400 constituencies in the 18 Districts and submit a report to the Chief Executive by the end of May. 


Mr Justice Woo said: "In making these recommendations, the EAC has to abide by the statutory criteria.  We have to ensure that the population in each constituency is as near the population quota as practicable, having regard to its community identities, local ties and physical features such as size, shape, accessibility and development."


As far as the District Councils Election is concerned, the population quota is calculated by dividing the total population of Hong Kong by the total number of elected seats of the District Councils.  This gives a population quota of 17,194 for each constituency.


Mr Justice Woo said: "As a 25 per cent deviation above or below the quota is legally acceptable, the population in a constituency can range between 75 and 125 per cent of the population quota, that is between 12,896 and 21,493 people for a constituency." 


He stressed: "We tried hard to leave the boundaries of existing constituencies, which were drawn up for the 1999 District Boards Election, as they are as far as possible so long as their population falls within this range."


"If the population of a constituency has gone above or below this range, we will need to adjust its boundary," he explained.


In deciding on the appropriate adjustments, the guiding principle for the EAC is to go for an option that will affect the least number of constituencies, or an option that will render the population in the affected constituencies as near the population quota as possible.


In the current exercise, the boundaries of 169 constituencies in the 18 Districts have been modified in order to fulfil the population quota requirement whilst another 13 constituencies have been subject to minor adjustments related to geographical or developmental factors.  


Turning to certain constituencies where the population requirements cannot be fully met, Mr Justice Woo cited their community identities, local ties and physical features as the EAC's major considerations. 


He reiterated: "The political advantage or influence of any people or parties were utterly irrelevant in EAC's decisions." 


On the naming or renaming of constituencies, Mr Justice Woo said the EAC would take into account major features, roads or residential settlements in the constituency concerned, as well as the views of relevant District Offices before reaching its decisions. 


Mr Justice Woo said: "I hope that everyone will spend a little time to look at the proposed demarcation and naming of the constituency where they belong.


"We want to hear your views, no matter whether you agree to our proposals or not," he stressed.


The EAC will host two public forums to listen to views, one on January 23 at the Hong Kong Convention and Exhibition Centre in respect of the constituencies in Hong Kong Island and Kowloon,and another on January 24 at Kwai Tsing Theatre for constituencies in the New Territories East and New Territories West.


Members of the public are welcome to send their written representations to the EAC in person or by mail to reach the EAC Secretariat by February 4. Address: 10/F Harbour Centre, 25 Harbour Road, Wan Chai, fax: 2511 1682 or e-mail: eacenq@reo.gov.hk. Enquiries can be made to the EAC Secretariat on telephone 2827 1269. 


Maps of the proposed constituency boundaries and a boundary description booklet are available for public inspection at more than 600 locations, including the Registration and Electoral Office (10/F Harbour Centre, 25 Harbour Road, Wan Chai), District Offices, post offices, public housing estate offices, public libraries and the Government Publications Centre (Low Block, G/F, Queensway Government Offices, 66 Queensway). 


Relevant information is also available for on-line viewing at the EAC's website at http://www.info.gov.hk/eac. 
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