EAC welcomes recommendations by Independent Committee of Experts on elections

    The Electoral Affairs Commission (EAC) welcomes the confirmation by the Independent Committee of Experts in a report released today (May 6) that the integrity, fairness and impartiality of the 2004 Legislative Council (LegCo) Election were not compromised. 

    The EAC also welcomes recommendations made by the Independent Committee of Experts on improving electoral arrangements and will study in detail how to take them further in planning future elections. 

    The EAC Chairman, Mr Justice Woo Kwok-hing, said: "Last year's LegCo Election revealed that there were rooms for improvement in the management, planning and conduct of elections. 

    "In light of the experiences gained, we have introduced a series of improvement measures in the recent Election Committee Subsector by-elections," he said. 

    These measures included preparing a detailed contingency plan, putting more senior officers in charge at the Central Command Centre on polling day, and providing basic training on crisis management for polling staff. 

    The EAC and the Registration and Electoral Office will follow-up on recommendations in the report by the Independent Committee of Experts and the Commission's report on the 2004 LegCo Election on ways to improve practical arrangements for future elections. 

Ends/Friday, May 6, 2005
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